
SRI HASTAMALAKAM

Question by Sankaracharya
1. ‘Who are you? Whose child are you? Whither are you bound?

What is your name? Whence have you come? O Child! I should
like to hear your reply to these questions.’ Thus spoke Sri
Sankaracharya to the boy, and Hastamalaka replied as follows.

Hastamalaka’s Response
2. I am neither man, God, yaksha, brahmin,

kshatriya, vaisya, sudra,1 brahmachari,
householder, forest-dweller, nor sannyasi;
but I am pure awareness alone.

3. Just as the sun causes all worldly movements, so do I — the
ever present, conscious Self — cause the mind to be active
and the senses to function. Again, just as the ether is all-
pervading, yet devoid of any specific attributes, so am I free
from all attributes.

1 Yaksha: celestial being; brahmin, kshatriya, vaisya, sudra: the four castes..



Sankaracharya
1. IÙguŸu n≠yÅr pi¿¿Åi yÅruØai mainda n≠dan

EÙgu sel-kinØŸÅi unpÉr ennan≠ eÙgi rundum
IÙgu vandanai ennu¿¿am inbuŸa isaippÅ yenØŸu
÷aÙkaran navilap bÅlan sÅÊÊŸiØa vÅi tiŸan dÅn

Hastamalaka
2. Nara-nalan suran iyak-kan nÅnalan andaœan maÊÊŸu

Arasa-num vaœigan sâdran allanaŸ bramma chÅri
Giragi-yum vÅna prastan kÉØagal sanni yÅsi
Nirai-yinil Åru malle nija-bháda vaØiva nÅmÉ

3. Sâriyan jagat tozhiŸkuc choÊÊŸi-Øum nimitta menna
Äru¿am sak„hu vÅdi yÅÊÊattir kÉdu vÅvan
ÄrelÅ upÅdi yum-viÊÊ ÅgÅyam pál iruppan
Üriya nitta sidda uruva-nÅm avvÅnmÅ nÅn

SRI HASTAMALAKAM*

*Viruttam metre, having six-words per line
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4. I am the conscious Self, ever-present and associated with
everything in the same manner as heat is always associated with
fire. I am that eternal, undifferentiated, unshaken
Consciousness, on account of which the insentient mind and
senses function, each in its own manner.

5. I am that conscious Self
of whom the ego is not independent,
as the image in a mirror is not independent
of the object reflected.

6. I am the unqualified, conscious Self,
existing even after the extinction of the mind,
just as the object remains ever the same
even after the removal of the reflecting mirror.

7. I am eternal Consciousness,
dissociated from the mind and senses.
I am the mind of the mind, the eye of the eye, the ear of the
ear and so on. I am not cognizable by the mind and senses.

8. I am the eternal, single, conscious Self,
reflected in various intellects,
just as the sun is reflected
on the surfaces of various sheets of water.

9. I am the single, conscious Self,
illumining all intellects, just as the sun
simultaneously illumines
all eyes so that they perceive objects.

10. Only those eyes that are helped by the sun
are capable of seeing objects, not others.
The source from which the sun derives its power
is myself.
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4. Eri-yadu vemmai pála eva-nitta bháda râpan
Oruva-nÅyk kamba-minØŸi o¿ir-tarum evanaic chÅrndÉ
AŸvilÅk karaœa mindi-yÅdi tan-tozhil mÉŸ sellum
AŸivuru nitta siddhan Åyu¿a avvÅnmÅ nÅn

5. Attat-tiŸ pradi balitta ammuga mugattin vÉŸár
Vastuvan ØŸadu-páŸ buddhi varuchidÅ bhÅsa j≠van
Chitturu evan vÉŸÅ-gac chiŸidu-már vastu vÅgÅn
Advaya nitta siddhan Åyu¿a avvÅnmÅ nÅn

6. AttamÉ yillai yÅgil ammukÅ bhÅsa minØŸu
VastuvÅ yuÊÊŸa dÉha vada-namÉ vikaŸpa minØŸi
Buddhi yaÊÊŸi-ØavÉ yÅvan poli-vanÅ bhÅsa minØŸi
AttiŸa nitta siddhan Åyu¿a avvÅnmÅ nÅn

7. ManassaÊchu vÅdi yáØu maru-viØÅ tiruppan yÅvan
ManassaÊchu vÅdi gaÊku manassaÊchu vÅdi yÅvan
ManassaÊchu vÅdi ya¿e maru-viØap paØÅdÅn yÅvan
Anitta-mil nitta siddhan Åyu¿a avvÅnmÅ nÅn

8. GaÊa-jalan táŸun tánØŸuÙ katira-van oruva nÉ-pál
UØa-luŸum u¿¿an dáŸum o¿i-rinu nÅnÅ vÅga
SuØa-ruvan oruvan tÅnÉ suddha chÉta-nanÅ yÅvan
AØai-dali nitta siddhan Åyu¿a avvÅnmÅ nÅn

9. O¿i-yadÅm anÉkaÙ kaœgaÊ koru-ravi orukÅ lattÉ
O¿i-seium ulagat taippál oru-jñÅna vuruvan yÅvan
O¿i-yadÅi anÉgam buddhik ko¿irp-paniv vulagan tannai
A¿a-vilÅ nitta siddhan Åyu¿a avvÅnmÅ nÅn

10. Iravi-yÅl o¿iruÙ kaœœÉ yedi-ruŸu muru-vam paÊÊŸum
Iravi-yÅl o¿irÅ din-ØŸÅm idu-pálav viravi tÅnum
Oruva-nÅr o¿iyi-nÅlÉ o¿irp-paná nÉtti- rÅdi
Aruva-nÅi nitta siddhan Åyu¿a avvÅnmÅ nÅn
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11. Just as the reflection of the sun on agitated waters seems to
break up, but remains perfect on a calm surface, so also am I,
the conscious Self, unrecognizable in agitated intellects though
I shine clearly in those which are calm.

12. Just as a fool thinks that the sun is entirely lost
when it is hidden by dense clouds,
so do people think
that the ever-free Self is bound.

13. Just as the ether is all-pervading and unaffected by contact,
so also does the ever-conscious Self pervade everything,
without being affected in anyway.
I am that Self.

14. Just as a transparent crystal takes on the lines of its background,
but is in no way changed thereby, and just as the unchanging
moon on being reflected on undulating surfaces appears
agitated, so is it with you, the all-pervading God.

15. As this stotra2 reveals the Self as clearly as the amalaka fruit placed
on the palm of the hand (hasta), it received the name
Hastamalaka Strotra. Moreover, the boy, eminent in jnana, came
to be praised by all the people of this world by the name
‘Hastamalaka’.

2 Hymn.
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11. Chala-jalat tanÉkan pálac chÅru-van Éka bÅnu
Chalana-mil jalat-til tÅne chÅru-van yÉka nÅga
Jala-mati yanÉ-kan pálac chÅri-num Ékan yÅvan
Alaidalil nitta siddhan Åyu¿a avvÅnmÅ nÅn

12. MâØan-tan vizhi yinaik-kÅr mâØiØa adÅla rukkan
MâØu-paÊ Êo¿i yaÊÊŸanÅ munnu-dal pála yÅvan
MâØa-nin pÅrvai yÅlÉ muÊÊŸumÉ bettan pálvan
ÄØalil nitta siddhan Åyu¿a avvÅnmÅ nÅn

13. Akila vastuk-ka¿ tammil anu-sâdan Éka nÅgi
Akila vastuk-ka¿ tammil asaÙga-nÅ iruppan yÅvan
Gagana-nÉr nitta sudda ka¿aÙga-mil uruvan yÅvan
AhamilÅ nitta siddhan Åyu¿a avvÅnmÅ nÅn

14. Pala-vida upÅdi yÅlÉ pala-vidam spaØikam tánØŸum
Pala-vida buddhi yÅlÉ pala-vidam unakku mÅgum
Jala-madil nilavi nÅÊÊañ chÅn-ØŸÅkap pânØŸa nÉya
Chala-muŸu buddhi yÅlÉ chañchala ninakku mÅmÉ

15. Attatti nelli pála ÅnmÅ-vaik kÅÊÊa lÅl≠du
AstÅ-malaga státram agum-pÉr peÊÊŸa danØŸi
AstÅ malaga nenØŸav aŸi-viniŸ periya bÅlan
Ittarai yÅva rÅlum Étti-Øap paÊÊÅ nammÅ

Sri Hastamalakam

(For the concluding verses, Sri Arunachala Pancha Ratnam on
page 63 is recited.)
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